
In Section IX of EC Regulation 853/2004, hygienic criteria have been fixed for raw milk (Chapter I, III). They include microbiological criteria on plate counts 

at 30 C and number of somatic cells. The EC Regulation 2074/2005 includes the description of reference testing methods as well as condition for the 

use of alternative methods. This poster presents organisation of proficiency testing program of the official control laboratories performing microbiological 

and cytological examinations of raw milk. The presented result concern the proficiency testing trials organized in years 2008 – 2012. 
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Proficiency testing in hygiene of raw milk:                     

enumeration of total bacteria count and somatic cells count  

 

Total Bacteria Count - reference method
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Total Bacteria Count - alternative methods
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During 2008 – 2012,  twenty-three laboratories participated in proficiency testing for the enumeration of total bacteria. For somatic cells enumeration 

seventeen laboratories participated. These high numbers of satisfactory results obtained during PTs indicate good level of competence of laboratories 

performing official control of hygiene of raw milk. 
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Somatic Cells Count - reference method
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Somatic Cells Count - instrumental methods
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- Total Bacteria Count - alternative methods 
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Somatic Cells Count - reference method
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Somatic Cells Count - alternative methods


